
A V A L O N  C E L T I C S  M I N O R  H O C K E Y  A S S O C I A T I O N

Financial Assistance,
Deadlines & Equipment Guide

This document provides information for families who are interested in registering with
the Avalon Celtics Minor Hockey Association (AMHA) but may face financial barriers. It
outlines some core financial programs, equipment alternatives, low-income thresholds,
mandatory checklists, and some frequently asked seasonal questions.

Section 1: Directory of Funding Programs & Subsidies

01 KidSport Newfoundland & Labrador

What it Offers: Provides low-income families up to $400 per child, per calendar year to
assist with upfront registration or mandatory protection gear.

Email: kidsport@sportnl.ca · Portal: https://kidsportcanada.ca/newfoundland-and-
labrador/provincial-fund/

02 The Breakaway Foundation

What it Offers: Focuses on funding basic minor hockey registration fees. Families can also
request additional coverage for core youth hockey gear.

Portal: https://hockeynl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/REGISTRATION-FORM-rev-01-.pdf

03 City of St. John's R.E.A.L. Program

What it Offers: The Recreation Opportunities for All (REAL) program matches eligible
children in St. John's with local sports organizations like the Avalon Celtics, placing them
directly into programs by covering registration costs.

Email: real@stjohns.ca · Portal: https://www.stjohns.ca/recreation-culture/recreation-
programs/financial-supports/
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04 Canadian Tire Jumpstart

What it Offers: Individual Child Grants offer up to $300 to mitigate registration fees.
Jumpstart also permits a completely separate, concurrent application for up to $300
annually to cover new physical equipment.

Portal: https://jumpstart.canadiantire.ca/

05 Hockey Canada Assist Fund

What it Offers: Provides up to $500 per player annually in league fee subsidies. Players
must be registered with a Hockey Canada sanctioned minor hockey association (like
AMHA) for the upcoming winter season to qualify.

Portal: https://assistfund.hockeycanadafoundation.ca/

06 Sammy's Climb Higher Foundation

What it Offers: A Newfoundland-based non-profit dedicated to funding basic sports and
recreation registration fees for families struggling with seasonal costs. This foundation
looks at overall financial hardship and the ‘middle-income gap,’ not just low-income tax
cut-offs.

Email: info@sammysclimbhigher.ca · Phone: (709) 480-0534 · Portal:
https://sammysclimbhigher.ca/

07 Their Opportunity (Children. Sports. Communities.)

What it Offers: Provides registration fee subsidies (averaging $325 per child). In exchange,
children ‘pay it forward’ by completing a small act of community service or volunteerism
within 3 months to build character and community.

Portal: https://www.theiropportunity.com/apply

08 Grindstone Award Foundation

What it Offers: Provides targeted financial assistance for female hockey players ages 6 to
18 through dedicated Registration Grants and physical equipment bundles.

Portal: https://grindstoneaward.com/
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09 Jordan's Principle

What it Offers: A federal initiative ensuring all First Nations children have access to
products, services, and supports. This fund routinely covers 100% of registration, team
travel, and gear for sports.

Portal: https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1568396042341/1568396159824

Section 2: Application Deadlines Calendar & Timelines

For placement with the Avalon Celtics before seasonal divisions fill up, applications should be
submitted according to the following windows:

FUNDING BODY AVAILABLE
SUBSIDY

APPLICATION
DEADLINE

TIME TO APPLY /
ESTIMATED PROCESSING
TIME

Hockey Canada Assist
Fund

Up to $500 /
player

Open Year-Round
(Until pools exhaust)

August 1st (2–4 week
processing)

KidSport Newfoundland
& Lab.

Up to $400 /
player

No Fixed Deadline
(Rolling approval)

1 Month Before
Registration (3–4 weeks)

The Breakaway
Foundation

Registration +
Gear

Mid-October
(Annually)

Late August / Early
September (2–3 weeks)

City of St. John's REAL
Program

Direct League
Placement

Late August (For
Fall/Winter sports)

June / July (4–6 week
processing)

Canadian Tire Jumpstart Up to $600 ($300
fee / $300 gear)

November 1st (For
Winter seasons)

August (2–3 week
processing)

Sammy's Climb Higher Basic Registration
Costs

No Fixed Deadline Reviewed continuously
based on available pools

Their Opportunity
(Children. Sports.
Communities.)

~$325 per player Rolling Approval Apply 6 weeks early due
to high volume

Grindstone Award
Foundation

Registration or
Gear Bundles

August 31st
(Annually)

July (Strict seasonal
cutoff)

Avalon Celtics Minor Hockey Association · Financial Assistance, Deadlines & Equipment Guide jbishop@avalonceltics.com



Section 3: Net Household Income Eligibility Thresholds

Most organizations assess financial capacity against standard regional low-income cut-offs
using Line 23600 (Net Income) from the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) Notice of Assessment.
The information below provides some general guidelines (check with the organization itself for
specific eligibility thresholds).

HOUSEHOLD FAMILY SIZE MAXIMUM NET ANNUAL INCOME LIMIT
(LINE 23600)

2 People Under $34,250 / year

3 People Under $42,100 / year

4 People Under $51,120 / year

5 People Under $58,000 / year

6 People Under $65,400 / year

7+ People Add $7,400 for each additional family
dependent

Note: Some organizations (like Sammy's Climb Higher) may extend eligibility to families who sit
above these strict low-income thresholds but face sudden or temporary financial strain.

Section 4: Regional Equipment Exchanges & Gear Banks

The City of St. John's REAL Program Equipment Bank: Sanitizes and distributes donated
sports gear. Families registered or applying via REAL can request complete hockey gear
outfitting.

NL Minor Hockey Gear Swap (Facebook Group): High-activity local peer-to-peer digital
marketplace where parents routinely trade outgrown protective gear or give it away for free.

Sportscraft Source for Sports: Allows families to trade in old, clean, outgrown gear for
immediate store credit.

AMHA Association Exchanges: The Avalon Celtics host casual gear swaps and drop-off
bins directly at the DF Barnes Arena. Parents can email Executive Director Jeremy Bishop at
jbishop@avalonceltics.com to check the current locker inventory.
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Section 5: Documentation Checklist for Families

Before beginning any online applications, parents should gather these core records to prevent
structural delays:

CRA Income Verification: The most recent CRA Notice of Assessment showing Net Income
(Line 23600) for all parents/guardians living in the household.

Proof of St. John's Residency: A recent utility bill, municipal tax statement, or government
ID.

Endorsement Reference: A signed verification note from a recognized third-party
professional (social worker, principal, guidance counsellor, or family doctor) outlining the
financial barrier. (Required for KidSport and REAL).

Official Association Statement: An official league fee confirmation statement or invoice
issued directly by the Avalon Celtics Minor Hockey Association.

Section 6: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q: What happens to funding if a child decides to withdraw from hockey mid-season?

A: Grant funding from foundations is paid directly to the Avalon Celtics and is non-transferable.
If a child withdraws, the unspent portion of the grant is legally refunded by the association back
into the charity’s fund pool to protect the integrity of the donation. It cannot be handed over to
parents as cash.

Q: Can we stack or co-apply for multiple grants?

A: Yes. For example, a family can apply for a Jumpstart grant to cover a portion of registration,
and utilize The Breakaway Foundation as a ‘top up’ to cover remaining league balances or
additional protection gear.

Q: What if our income has dropped drastically since our last tax filing?
A: Programs like Jumpstart accept a 3-month block of consecutive recent pay stubs or an
explicit endorsement letter from a local community leader/social worker as a secondary
income verification method to bypass historical tax files.

Not sure where to start?
Email Jeremy Bishop, Executive Director. Every
conversation is confidential.

jbishop@avalonceltics.com
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