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27th July 2026 

 

To: Membership of Avalon Minor Hockey Association (AMHA) 

 

Re: DJHL U18 Pilot Program 

 

U18 Parents, 

 

We would like to share information regarding an exciting new initiative being introduced by the 

Don Johnson Hockey League (DJHL) for the 2026–2027 season. 

 

The DJHL has approved a two-year pilot project that will introduce association-based U18A, 

U18B, and U18C teams competing within the DJHL. The goal of this pilot project is to provide a 

more structured and competitive league while allowing players to continue representing their 

home associations. 

 

Key Details 

• The DJHL will operate association-based U18A, U18B, and U18C leagues beginning in 

the 2026–2027 season. 

• Each division will play a 20-game regular season, followed by playoffs. 

• Players will be selected through their association's tryout process, with teams finalized by 

October 1, 2026. Each team will consist of 9 forwards, 6 defencemen, and 2 goaltenders. 

• Players selected to a DJHL U18A, U18B, or U18C team will not be eligible to play in the 

Metro Club Hockey League (MCHL) during the season. 

• An exception may be granted for U18C goaltenders if an association requires them to also 

play in the MCHL to ensure adequate goaltending. 

• Players may continue to play for their high school hockey teams while participating in the 

DJHL. 

• Games will consist of three 10-minute periods; play will be non-contact.  

 

Attendance Requirements 

• Players must attend at least 70% of their DJHL regular-season games to be eligible for 

the DJHL playoffs and Hockey NL Provincials. 

• Attendance will be monitored through the electronic game scoring system. 

• DJHL scheduling will be coordinated with high school hockey schedules to reduce game 

conflicts. 

• The minimum roster for each game will remain 13 skaters and 1 goaltender, consistent 

with other DJHL divisions. 
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This pilot project represents an important opportunity to strengthen U18 hockey within our 

association while providing meaningful competition and a clear development pathway through the 

DJHL. As this is a trial initiative, feedback will be gathered throughout the two-year pilot to help 

determine the future direction of the league. 

 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out.  Thank you for your continued 

support of our players and our association. 

 

 

 

 

Bill Donovan 

AMHA VP Competitive  

 

 


